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The CONTENTS of Parr J. 


HE follwing Poem is thrown into the Form of a Poctical Vifion. It's 
Scene the Ruins of Antient Rome. The Gopvess of Ligerty, who 

is fupfofed to [peak thro’ the Whole, appears, Charaéterized as Britisny Li- 
BERTY; fo Ver. 44. Guves a View of Antient Italy, and particularly of 
Republican Rome, in all her Magnijicence and Glory; to Ver. 112. This 
contrafted by Modern \taly ; it’s Vallies, Mountains, Culture, Cities, People : 
the Difference appearing ftrongeft in the Capital City Rome; to Ver. 234 
The Ruins of the great Works of Ligerty nore magnificent than the 
borrowed Pomp of OPPRESSION ; and from them revived Sculpture, Paint- 
ing, and Architecture; to Ver. 256. The old Romans apoftrophized, with 
regard to the fxeral melancholy Changes in Italy: Horace, Tu ty, 
and Vircit, with regard to their Tibur, Tufculum, and Naples; fo 
Ver. 287. That cnce fneft and moff ornamented Part of Italy, all along the 
Coaft of Baia, low changed; to Ver. 321. This Deflation of Yialy applicd to 
B.itain; fo Ver. 344. Aldre/s to the Goppess of Liperty, that jhe 
qould deduce, from the firft Ages, her chief Eftabhifoments, tne Defcription of 
achich conftitute the Subyet of the following Parts of this Poem. She affents, 
and commands what fhe fays to be fung in Britain; wsofe Happine/s, arijing 
from Frecdom, anda limited Monarchy, fhe marks; to Ver.391. An inime- 
diate Vision attends, and paints ker Words. Invocation, 





The CONTENT S of Parr II. 


IBERT Y ¢raced from the Paftoral Ages, and the firft untting of neigh 
bouring Families into CivilGovernment ; to Ver. 47. The feveral Efta- 
blifkments of Liperty, in Ecypr, Persta, PHornicra, PALESTINE, 
Slightly touch’d upon, down to her great Eftablifhn:ent in GREECE; to Ver. gt. 
Geozraphical Defcription of GREECE; to Ver. 113. SPARTA, and ATHENS, 
the two Principal States of GREECE defcribed; to Ver. 164. Influence of 
Liserty over all the Grecian States; with regard to their Government, 
their Politenefs, their Virtues, their Arts and Sciences, The vaft Superiority 
it gave them, in point of Force and Bravery, over the Perfians, exemplified by 
the Action of Thermopylae, the Battle of Marathon, and the Retreat of the 
Ten Thoufand. It’s full Exertion, and moft beautiful Effects in ATHENS; 
fo Ver. 216. Lisperty the Source of free Philofophy, The various Schosls, 
which took their Rife from SocRATES; to Ver. 257. Enumeraticn of F1xr 
Arts: Eloquence, Poetry, Mufic, Sculpture, Painting, and Architecture; 
the Effedts of Ligerty in GREECE, and brought to their utmoft Perfeétion 
ticre; to Ver. 381. Tranjfition to the Modern State of GREECE; fo Ver. 
411. Why Liperty declined, and was at laft intirely lft among the 
GREEKS; fo Ver. 472. Concluding Reflection. 
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aN H US fpoke the Gopvpess of the fearlefs Eye; | 


“v4 And at her Voice, renew'd, the Visron rofe. 
5; 





Firft, in the dawn of Time, with eaftern Swains, 
In Woods, and Tents, and Cottages, I liv'd; 
While on from Plain to Plain they led their Flocks, s 
In fearch of clearer Spring, and frefher. F ield. 


Thefe, as encreafing Families difclosd 


B The 
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TO LIBERTY. 


The tender State, I taught an equal Sway. 

Few were Offenccs, on and Laws. 

Beneath the rural Portal, Palm-o'erfpread, -  £o 
The Father-Senate met. There fuftice dealt, - 

With Reafon then and Equity the fame, 

Free as the common Air, her prompt Decree ; 

Nor yet had ftain’d her Sword with Subject’s Blood. 

The fimpler Arts were all their fimple Wants Ie 
Had urg’d to light. But inftant, thefe fupply’d, 

Another Set of fonder Wants arofe, 

And other Arts with them of finer Aim ; 

Till, from refining Want to Want impell'd, 

The Mind by Thinking pufh’d her latent Powers, 20. 
And Life began to glow, and Arts to fhine.. 

At firft, on Brutes alone the ruftic War 


Launch’d 


LIBERTY. 


Launch’d the rude Spear 5 {wift, as he glar’d along, 
On the grim Lion, or the robber Wolf. 

For then young fportive Life was void of Toil,. 
Demanding Little, and with Little pleas’d. 

But when to Manhood grown, and endlefs Joys, 

Led on by equal Toils, the Bofom fir’d ; 

Lewd lazy Rapine broke primeval Peace, - 

And hid in Caves, and idle Forefts drear, 

From the lone Pilgrim, and the wandering Swain, 
Seiz’d what he durft not earn. Then Brother's Blood 
Firft, horrid, fmoak’d on the polluted Skies. 
Awful in Juftice, then the burning Youth, 

Led by their temper’d Sires, on lawlefs Men, 

The laft worft Monfters of the fhaggy Wood, 
Turn’d the keen Arrow, and the fharpen’d Spear. 
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Then War grew giorious. Heroes then arofe; 


Who, fcorning coward ‘Self, for others liv'd, 
Toil’d for their Fafe, and for their Safety bled. 
Weft with the living Day to Greece I came: 
Earth {mil’d beneath my Beam: the Mu/e before 


Sonorous flew, that low till then in Woods 


Had tun'd the Reed, and figh’d the Shepherd’s pain ; 


But now,. to fing heroic Deeds, fhe fwell’d 
A nobler Note, and bad the Banquet burn. 
For GREECE my Sons of Ecypr I forfook;. - 
A boaftful Race, that in the vain. Abyis. 
Of fabling Ages lov’d to lofe their Source; 
And with their River trac’d it from the Skies. . 
While there my Laws alone defpotic reign'd,. 
And King, as well.as People, proud obey'd5. 
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LIBERTY. 13 
I taught them Science, Virtue, Wifdom,. Arts; 
By Poets, Sages, Legiflators fought; 
The School of polifh’d Life, and Humankind? 2 ogg 
But when myfterious Super /tition came, 
And, with her ++ Civil Sifeer league’d, involv’d. 
In ftudy’d Darknefs the defponding Mind ;. 
Then Tyrant Power the righteous Scourge unloos'u : ; 
For yielded Reafon {peaks the Soul a Slave. 60 
Inftead of ufeful. Works, liko Nature's great, ; 
Enormous cruel Wonders crufh’d-the Land; - | __ os _& 
And round a Tyrant’s * Tomb, who none deferv’', 
For one vile Carcafs perifh’d-endlefs Lives ss - 
Then the great. + Dragon, couch'd amid his Flood, 65 
Swell'd his fierce Heart, and:cry’d -= « This Flood is mine, 
é< "Tis.I that. bid it flow.”-~+-- But; undeveiv’d,. , 


| His - 
tt Civil Tyranny. ™ The Pyramids, + The Tyrantsof Eqy pr, 


14 LIBERTY. 
His Phrenzy foon the proud Blafphemer felt ; 


Felt that, without my fertilizing Power, 


Suns loft their Force, and JVi/es o erflow’d in vain. 


Nought could retard me: nor the frugal State 
Of rifing Perst Ay fober in Extreme, 
Beyond the pitch of Man, arid thence revers'd 
Into luxurious Wafte: nor yet the Ports 

of old PHOENICIA firft for Letters fam’d, 
That paint the Voiée, and filent {peak to Sight," 
O’er various Lands, and thro’ far-diftant ‘Time.: 
Firft too renown'd for calling forth the Force 
Of — Numbers, whofe immediate Light 
Darts Order thro” Confufion. By fair Stars, _ 
Firft ternpted out into the lonely Deep. 


To whom I firft difclos’'d mechanic Arts; 
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LIBERTY. 
The Winds to conquer, to fubdue the Waves, 
With all the peaceful Power of ruling Trade. 
Earneft of Brirarn. Nor by: thefe retain’d ; 
Nor by the neighbouring Land, whofe palmy Shore 


The filver Yordan laves ; where reign’d alone: — 
The Public Cult of Ont Erernat Minp, 


Who made and governs all. Before:me‘lay | 


The promis'd Lanp or Arfs, and urg’d my Flight. - 
Hail Nature's utmoft Boaft! unrival’d Gregcel 


My faireft Reign ! where every Power benign © 
Confpir'd to blow the Flower .of Humankind, 
And lavifh’d all that Genius can infpire,. 

Clear funny Climates, ‘by the breezy Main,. 
Ionian or Aigean, temper'd kind... 


Light, airy Soils. A Country rich, dnd gay ;. 


TS 
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Broke 


15 LIBERTY. 
Broke into Hills with balmy Odours crown’d, 


And, bright with purple Harveft, joyous Vales. 


Mountains, and Streams, where Verfefpontancous flow’d ; 100 


‘Whence deem’d by wondering Men the Scat of Gods, 


And ftill the Mountains and the Streams of Song. 
All that boon Nature could luxuriant pour 
Of high Materials, and. My. reftlefs ‘Arts 
Frdme into fni(h'd Life: | How many States, 

And cluftering- Towns, and Monuments of Fame; } 
And Scenes of glorious Deeds, in little Bounds! - 
From the rough. Traét of bending Mountains, beat 
By Adria’s here, there by Aigean Waves ; 

To where the Deep-adorning Cyclade Ifles 

In fhining Profpeét rife, and-on the Shore 


Of fartheft Crete refounds the Lybian Main. 
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O’er All two rival Cities rear'd the Brow, 


And ballanc’d All, Spread.on Evrovas Bank, 


Amid a Circle of foft-rifing Hills, . 

The patient Sparta One: ‘the fober, ‘hard, 
And Man-fubduing City ; which no Shape.‘ - - 
Of Pain could conquer, or-of Pleafure charm, — 
Lycurcus there built, on the. {olid Bafe © 


Of equal Life, fo well a temper'd States. ~ 


Where mix’d each Government, :in fuch juft Poe; 
Each Power fo checking, :and fupporting, Fachg 
That firm for Ages, and unmov'd,. it-fteod,”. |! bg 


The Fort of Greece! without :one.giddy Hour,. 


One Shock of Faction or of :Party-Rage. 
For, drain’d the Springs of Wealth, Gorrupsion there 
Lay wither'd to the Root. ‘Thrice happy Land ! 
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18 LIBERTY. . 

Had not neglected Art, with weedy Vice: °° 

Confounded, funk.. Butif Athenian Arts 

Lov’d not the Soil; yet there thecalm Abode 136. 
Of Wifdom, Virtue, Philofophic Eafe, © 

Of manly Senfe and ‘Wit, n- frugal Phrafe 

Confin’d, and prefs’d into Laconiec Force. 

There too, by rooting thence ftill treacherous Self, . 

The Publick and the Private prew the fame ~ ee: 1- 
The Children of :the nurfing Public All, 

And at it’s Table fed, for That they toil’d, 

For That they liv’'d intire, and even for That 

The tender Mother urg’d her Son to die. 

«OF fofter Genius, but not lefs intenfe «EKO 
To feize the Palm of Empire, AT HENs ftrove. 

Where with bright Marbles big, and future Pomp, 


a i. * LHymettus 





LIBERTY. 19 


* Hymettus {pread, amid the {cented Sky, 

His thymy Treafures to the labouring Bee, 

And to Botanic hand the Stores of Health; 145 
Wrapt }n a Soul-attenuating Clime, 


Between + Iiffus and Cephiffus glow’d 
This Hive of Science, fhedding Sweets divine, eee 
Of active Arts, and animated Arms. - 
There, pafionate for Mz, an eafy-mov'd, : 150 
A quick, refin'd, a delicate, humane, . 
Enlighten’d People reign’d. Oftonthe brink. 
Of Ruin, hurry’d by the Charm of Speech, 
Inforcing hafty Counfel immature, - 
Totter’ the rafh Democracy; unpoisd, ee | : 5 
And by the Rage devour'd, that ever tears 
C2 .- Sam G A 


* A Mountain near Athens. — 
+ Two Rivers, betwixt which Athens was fituated. 
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A Populace unequal; Part too rich, 
And Part or fierce with Want or abje&t grown, 
Soton at laft, their mild Reftorer, rofe: 
Allay’d the Tempeft; to the Calm of Laws ‘560 
Reduc’d the fettling Whole; and, with the Weight 
Which the * two Semates to the Public lent, 
As with an Anchor fix’d the driving State. 
Nor was my forming Care to Thefe confin'd. 
For Emulation thro’ the Whole pour’d, - ees 7: 5 
Noble Contention? ‘whic fidtild moftexcelh. 9 
In Government welf-pois'd, ‘adjiifted beft 
To Public Weal: in Countries ‘cultur’d high: = 
In ornamented Towns, where Order reigns, 


* The Areopagus, or Supreme Court of Judtcature, which Soton reformed, 
and improved: and the Council of Feur Hundred, by him infticuted. In this 
Council all Affairs of State were deliberated, before they came to be voted in the 
Affembly of the People. . a. a 





LIBERTY. 1“ 


Free focial Life, and polifh’d Manners fair : 170 
In Exercife, and Arms; Arms only drawn 
For common Greece, to quell the Perfran Pride: 
In moral Science, and in graceful Arts. 
Hence, as for Glory peacefully they ftrove, 
The Prize grew greater, and the Prize of All. 176 
By Conteft brighten’d, hence the radiant Youth 
Pour'd every Beam; by generous Pside inflam’d, 
—-Felt every Ardor burn: their great Reward 
The verdant Wereathe, which founding * Pi/a gave. 
Hence flourifhd Grwece; and hence a Race of Men, 180 
As Gods by confcious future Times ador'd : 
In whom each Virtue wore a fmiling Atr, 
Each Science fhed o’er Life a friendly Light, 


Each Art was Nature. Spartan Valour hence, 


At 


* O; Olympia, the City where the O'ymric Games were celebrated. 





22 LIBERTY. 

‘At the * fam'd Pafs, firm as an Ifthmus ftood; 
And the whole Eaftern Ocean, waving far 

~ As Eye could dart it’s Beam, from Greece repell’d : 

While in extended Battle, at the Field — 

Of Marathon, my keen ATHENIANS drove _ 
Before their ardent Band an Hoft of Slaves. 

Hence thro’ the Continent Ten -Thoufand Grezxs 
Urg’d a Retreat, whofe Glory not the Prime 

Of Viétories can reach.  Defarts in vain 


Oppos'd their Courfe ; and hoftile Lands, unknown; 


And deep rapacious Floods, dire-bank’d with Death ; © 


And Mountains, in whofe Jaws Deftrudtion grin’d ;_ 
Hunger, and Toil; menian Snows, and Storms ; 
And circling Myriads ftill of barbarous Foes. 


Greece in their View, and Glory yet untoucli’d, 


* The Straits of Thermopylae. 
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190 


195. 


Their 


LIBERTY. 





Their fteady Column pierc’d the fcattering Herds, 200 


Which a whole Empire pour’d ; and held its way 


Triumphant, by the * Sace-ExaLTED CHIEF 


2 a 


Fir'd and fuftain’d. Oh Light and Force of Mind, 


Almoft almighty in fevere Extremes | 


The Sea at laft from Co/chian Mountains feen, 


205 


Kind-hearted Tranfport round their Captains threw. 


The Soldier's fond Embrace ;_ o’erflow’d their Eyes 


With tender Floods, and loos’d the general Voice 


To Cries refounding loud---The Sea! the Sea! 


In Artic Bounds hence Heroes, Sages, Wits, 


2IO 


Shone thick as Stars, the Milky Way of Gresce! 


And tho’ gay Wit, and pleafing Grace was theirs ; 


All the foft Modes of Elegance, and Eafe ; 


Yet was not Courage lefs, the patient Touch 


* XENOPHON. 


Of 
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2 of LIBERTY. 
Of toiling Art, and Difquifition deep. 

My Sprrit pours a Vigour thro’ the Soul, 
Th’ unfetter’d Thought with Energy infpires, 
Invincible in Arts, in the bright Field 
Of nobler Science, asin that of Arms. 
ATHENIANS thus not lefs intrepid burft 
The Bonds of Tyrant Darknefs, than they fpurn’d 
The Perfan Caton: while thro’ the City, full 
Of mirthful Quarrel and of witty War, 
Inceffant ftruggled Tafte refining Tafte, 

And friendly free Difcuffion, calling forth 


From the fair Jewel Tr uTH it’s latent Ray. 


O’er All fhone out the great * ATHENIAN SaGeE, 


And Father of Philofophy: the Sun, 


From whofe white Blaze emerg’d each various Se& 


* SOCRATES, 2 
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Took 
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Took various Teints, but with diminifh’d Beam. 
Tutor of Atuens! he, in every Street, 

Dealt pricelefs Treafure: Goodnefs his Delight, 
Wifdom his Wealth, and Glory his Reward. 

Deep thro’ the human Heart, with playful Art, 
His fimple Queftion ftole ; as into Truth 

And ferious Deeds, He fmil’d the laughing Race ; 
Taught moral happy Life, whate’er can ble&, 

Or grace Mankind ; and what He taught He was, 
Tho’ high compounded, plain, his Doétrine broke — 
In different Scuooxs. The bold Poetic Phrafe 
Of figur'd Prato; XzenopuHons pure Strain, 
Like the clear Brook that fteals along the Vale $ 
Diffe&ing Truth, the Sracyarre’s keen Eyes 


~ Th’ exalted Stoic Pride; the Cynic Sneer; 


235 
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The 


25 LIBERTE 

The flow-confenting Ac i emrc Doubt : 

And, joining Blifs to Virtue, the glad Eafe. 

Ot Ericurus, feldom underftood. - 

They, eoneeaniid, Reafon {till oppes'd 

To Reafon; and, fince Virtue was their Aim 


Each by fure Practice try’d to prove his Way — 


The beft. Then ftood untouch’d the folid Bale. © 


Of Liberty, the Liberty of Mind: — 
For Syftems yet, and Soul-enflaving ‘Creeds, 
Slept with the Monfters of fucceeding Times. 
From prieftly Darknefs fprung th’ enlightening Arts»... 
Of Fire, and Sword, and Rage, and horrid Names.. 

O Greece! thou fapient Nurfe of Frner Arts! 
Which to bright Science blooming F ancy bore, 


Be this thy Praife, that Thou, and Thou alone, 
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In. Thefe haft led the Way, in Thefe excell'd, 
Crown’d with the Laurel of affenting Time. 
In thy full Language, {peaking mighty Things; 
Like a clear Torrent clofe, or elfe diffus’d 

A broad majeftic Stream, and rowling on 
Thro all the winding Harmony of Sound: | 
In it the Power of ELoquenczg, at large, 
Breath’d the perfuafive or pathetic Soul; 
Still’d by degrees the Democrati¢ Storm, — 

Or bad it threatning rife, and Tyrants fhook, 
Flufh’d at the Head of their viéterious Troops. 
In it the Muss, her Fury never quench’d, - 
By mean unyielding Phrafe, or jarring Sound; 
Her unconfin’d Divinity difplay’d; 
And, ftill harmonious, form’d it to her Will: 

D 2 
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265 


265. 


Or 
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Or foft deprefs'd it to the Shepherd’s Moan, 275 
Or rais’d it {welling to the Tongue of Geds. 

Heroic Soug was thine; the * Foun tain-Barb,y, 
Whence each Poetic Stream derives it’s Courfe: 
Thine the dread Moral Scene, thy chief Delight ! 
Whiere idle Fancy: durft not mais her Voice; 280, 
When Reafon. fpoke auguft ; the fervent Heart: 
Or plain’d, or ftorm’d ; and in th’ impaffion’d Maa,, 
Concealing Art with Art, the Poet funk. 
This potent School of Manners, but when left. - 
To loofe Negle& a. Land-corrupting Plague,,- 28 5: 
Was not unworthy deem’d of Public. Care,. 
And boundlefs Coft, by Thee ; whofe every Son,. 
Ever laft Mechanic, tlie true Tafte poffek'd 
Of what had Flavour to the nourifh’d Souk. 


The 


* Tlometr 
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The {weet Inforcer of the Poet’s Strain, 
Thine was the meaning Mustrc of. the Heart. 
Not the vain Trill, that, void of Paffiony runs 
In giddy Mazes, tickling idle-Ears ;. 
But that deep-fearching Voice, and artful Hand,, 
To.which. refpondent fhakes. the vary’d: Soul. 

Thy fair Ideas, thy delightful Forms,, 
By Love:imagin’d, and the Graces touch’d,, 
The Vanity of Nature! Scu.prure feiz'd,, 
And bad Them ever. fmile in. Parian Stone. - . 
Selecting Beauty’s Choice, and That again: 
Exalting, blending in a perfeé&t Whole, —_- 
Thy Workmen left even, Nature’s Self behind: 
From Thofe far different, whofe prolific Hand. 


Peoples a Nation; They for Years on. Years,.- 


z ' 
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By the cool Touches of judicious-Toil, : ae ee 
Their rapid Genius curbing, pourd ital: ©. 9. - 
Thro’ the live Features of-one breathing Stone... i 

There, beaming full, it fhone; -exprefling Gods: - 

Fove’s awful Brow,! V4pollo’s Air divine, i ae ae 
The fierce atrocious Frown.of finew'd Mars, 0 2 310 
Or the fly Graces of the Cyprian Queen. fect Bab. ete 
Minutely perfect all! Each Diraple funk; 


And every Mufcle fwell’d, as Nature taught. «~~. 


In Treffes, braided gay, the Marble-wav'd 3). 
Flow’d in loofe Robes, or thin tranfparent Veilss. 316° 
Sprung into Motion ; foften’d inte Flefhy 0 0 
| ! 


With Paflion fir'd; or fubtiliz’d to Souls 
Nor lefs thy Peves 1; “with ‘creative Touch; so ee 
Shed mimic Life, when all thy brighteft Dames," °° - 


a Affembled, 


LIBERTY. 3 
Affembled, Zeuxis im his Heren mixd. -- | 320 
And when Apetuzs, who peculiar knew 
To give a Grace that morethan mortalfmil’d, = © - +. 


The Soul of Beauty! call'd the Queen of Love, 


Freh from the Billows,, blufhing onent, Charms. Se 


Even fuch Enchantment then thy Pencil pour’d,.” — . 326 
That cruel-thoughted Wat th’ impatient Torch 5 tee 


Dafh’d to the Ground ; and, rather than deftroy 
The * Patriot Pi@ture, let the City Sane. ie 
Firft elder Scadptere taughther Sifer Are 
Correct Defign ; where great ‘Ideas fhone, . 330 
And in the fecret'Trace Expreffion fpoke: 
Taught her the graceful Attitude; the Turn,. 
bee Gb yt ts ip tad 


a 


* When DEMETRIUS befieged Rhodes, and could bave reduced the City, by 
fetting Fire to that Quarter of it, where ftood the Houfe of the celebrated P k o- 
TOGENES; he chofe rather to raife the Siege, than hazard the burning of a famous 

“Picture called JasytLus, the Mafter-piece of that Painter, 
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And beauteous Airs‘of Head; the native Ad, 
Or bold, -or eafy ; and, caft free behind, 

The fwelling Mantle’s well-adjufted Flow. 
‘Then the bright Mu/fe, their eldeft Sifter, came ; 
And -bad Her fotlow where ‘She led the Way: 
Bad Earth, and-Sea, and Air, in Colours rife; 
And copious Adtion on the Canvas glow: 
Gave her gay Fable ; {pread Invention's Store 5 
Inlarg'd her View; wake Compefition high, 


And juft Arrangement, circling round one Point, 


That ftarts to Sight, binds and commands the Whole. | 


- Caught from the heavenly Mu/fé a nobler Aim, 
And {corning the foft Trade of meer Delight, 
O%r all thy Temples, Porticos, and Schools, 


Heroic Deeds She trac’d, and warm difplay'd 
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Each Moral Beauty to the ravifh’d Eye. 
There, as th’ imagin’d Prefence of the God 
Arrous'd the Mind, or vacant Hours induc’'d «= - ~~ 369 
Calm Contemplation, or affembl’d Youth © 
Burn'd in ambitious Circle round the Sage, 
The living Leffon ftole into the Heart, 
With more prevailing Force than dwells in Words. 
To Public Virtue thus the /mmiling Arts 3g 
Unblemifh’d, Handmaids ferv'd ; the Graces they 
To drefs this faireft Venus. Thus rever’d, © 
And plac’d beyond the Reach of fordid Care, 
The high Awarders of immortal Fame,’ 
Alone for Glory thy great Maftersftrove;5 = = == = * 360 
Courted by Kings, and by contending States 
Affum’d the boafted Honour of their Birth. 


E In 
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34 LIBERTY. 
In ARCHITECTURE tod thy Rank fupterne ! 
That Art where moft thagnificent Appears 
THe little Builder Mani; by Thee tefin’d, 365 
And, fmiling high, to full Perfettion brought. 
Such thy fure Rules, that Gorhs of ‘every Age, 
Who fcorn’d their Aid, have only ioaded Faith 
With labour’d Heavy Montiuments ‘of Shame; 
Not thofe gay — that ‘o’er thy fplendid Shore 370 
Shot, all Proportion, up. Firft-unadorn'd, 
And nobly plain, the.manly Doric rofe;  . 
Th’ Ionic then, with décent Matron Grace, 
Her airy Pillar heav’d ; luxuriant ‘laft,: - 
The rich Corinthian {pread ‘Her‘wanton Wreathe, — 87%: 
The whole fo meafur'd ‘trance, ‘fo 'leffen'd off = = 2 . 
By fine Proportion, that’ the Marble-Pile, 
Form’d 
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Form’d to repel the ftill or ormy Wafte 

Of rolling Ages, light as Fabricks look'd 

That from the magic Wand aerial rife. BG 
Thefe were the Wonders that illumin’d Greece, — 

From End ‘ End.--- Here intersupting eaten - 

Where are they now ? (I cry’d} fay, Goppess, where? 

And what the Land thy Darling thus of old? 

Sunk! fhe refum'd, deep in the Kindred Gloom Bg. 

Of Superftition, and of Slavery funkt .. 

No Glory now can:touch their Hearts, benumb’d 

By loofe dejected Sloth, ‘and fervile Fear : 

No Science pierce the Darknels of their Minds ; os aes 

No nobler Art the quick ambitious Sou = go 

_ Of Imitation in their Breaft awake. . 


Even, to fupply the needful Arts of Life, 
E 2 Me- 
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Mechanic Toil denies the hopelefs Hand. 

Scarce any Trace remaining, Veftige grey, 

Or nodding Column on the defart Shore, 395 
To point where Corinth, or where Athens ftood. 

A faithlefs Land of Violence, and Death ! 

Where Commerce parlies, dubious, on theShore 5 

And his wild Impulfe curious Search reftrains, 

Afraid to truft th’ inhofpitable Clime. 4.00 
Neglected Nature fails; in fordid Want 

Sunk, and debas’d, their Beauty beatin oe more. 

The Sun himfelf feems angry to regard, 

Of Light unworthy, the degenerate Race; * 

Ate fires them oft with peftilential Rays : 4.05 
While Earth, blue Poifon fteaming on the Skies, | 

Indignant, fhakes them from her ienibled Sides. 


But 
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But as from Man to Man, Fate’s firft Decree, 

Impartial Death the Tide of Riches rolls, 

So States muft die and Ligertry go round. 410 
Fierce was the Stand, e’er Virtue, Valour, Arts, 

And the Soul fir’d by Me (that often, ftung 

With Thoughts of better Times and old Renown, 

From Hydra-Tyrants try’d to clear the Land) 

Lay quite extin& in Greece, their Works effac'd, 415 | | 

And grofs o’er all unfeeling Bondage fpread. : 3 

Sooner I mov'd my much-reluétant Flight, | | , 3 

Pois’d on the doubtful Wing: when Greece with Greece : 

Embroil’d in foul Contention, fought no more | 

For common Glory, and for common Weal : 4.20 


But falfe to Freedom, fought to quell the Free , - 


Broke the firm Band of Peace, and facred Love, | | - 
That i 
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That lent the Whole irrefragable Force ; 

And, as around the partial Trophy bluth’d, 

Prepar'd the way for total Overthrow. : 426 
Then to the Perfian Power, whofe Pride they fcorn'd, 
When XERXES pourd i, Millions lee the Sand. | 

Sparta, by turns, and Athens vilely fue'd ; 

Sue'd to be venal Parricides, to fpill 

Their Country’s braveft Blood, and on themfelves 430 
To turn their matchlefs mercenary Arms.. 

Peaceful in Sufa, then, fat the * Great King ;- 

And by the trick of ‘Treaties,’ the ftill Wafte ’ 

Of fly Corruption, and Barbaric Gold, 

Effected what his Steel could ne’er perform. AS 
Profufe he gave them the luxurious Dzaught, 

Inflaming all the Land’: unballancd wide © 


"Their 


* So the Kings of Perfia were call’ by the Greeks. 


Their tottering States; their wild Affemblies rul’d, 

As the Winds turn at every Blaft the Seas : 

And by their lifted Orators, whofe Breath 4.4.0 

Still with a faGtious Storm infelted Grerc Ey 

Rous'd them to Civil War, or dath’d them down 

To fordid Peace---* Peace! that, when Sparta thook 

Aftonifh’'d ArTaxerxes on his Throne; 

Gave up, fair-{pread-o-er 4fa’s funny Shore, 44-5, | | 

Their kindred Cities to perpetual Chains, | | 

What could fo bafe, fo infamous:a Thought | 

In Spartan Hearts infpire ? Jealous, they faw 

Refpiring + Atdbens rear again‘her Walls ; | ; 

And the pale Fury fir'd them, once‘again. | 4.50. : 
To 4 


*® The Peace made by An-TatcirpDaAs, ‘the Lacedemonian Admiral, with the 
ieee by which the Lacedemonian ‘abandon’d all the Greeks eftablith’d in the 
leffer Afia, to the Dominion of the King of Perfia. _ 

+ -Athens had been difmantled by the Lacedemonians, at the end of the firft fe 
Petofonnefian War, and was at this Time reftored by Conon to it’s former Splendor, | 
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To crufh this rival City to the Duff. 

For i no more the noble focial Soul 

Of Liserty my Families combimd ; 

But by fhort Views, and felfifh Paffions, broke, 

Dire as when Friends are rankled into Foes, 456 
They mixd fevere, and wage'd Eternal War: 

Nor felt they, furious, their exhaufted Force ; 

Nor, with falfe Glory, Difcord, Madnefs blind, 

Saw how the blackening Storm from Thracia came. 

* Long Years roll’d an, by many a Battle ftain’d, 4.60 
The Blufh and Boaft of Fame! where Courage, Art, 

And military Glory fhone fupreme : 

But let detelting Ages, from the Scene 

Ot Greece felf-mangled, turn the fickening Eye. 

At laft, when bleeding from a thoufand Wounds, 


an cd > She 
* The Peloponnefian War. 
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LIBERTY. 41 
She felt her Spirits fail ; wed in the Duft 
Her lateft Heroes, Nicras, Conon, lay, 
AceEsILaus, and the * THEBAN Paienne: 
The Macedonian Vultur mark’d his Time, 
By the dire Scent of + Cheronea lur’d, 470 
And, fierce-defcending, {eiz’'d his haplef Prey. 
Thus tame fubmitted to the Victor’s Yoke 
Greece, once the gay, the turbulent, the bold; 
For every Grace, and Mufe, and Science born ; . 
With Arts of War, of Government clate ; 476 
To Tyrants dreadful, dreadful to the Bef ; 
Whom I Mysetr could fcarcely rule: and thus 
The Perfian Fetters, that inthrall'd the Mind, 
Were turn’d to formal and apparent Chains. 
| F ; Un- 


* PELoPIDAS, and EPAMINONDAS, 
+ The Battle of Cheronea,in which Puitip of AdLacedon utterly defeated the 


— Greeks. 
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Unlefs Co ; RUPTION farft deject the Pride, 
And guardian Vigour of the free-born Soul, 

All crude Attempts of Violence are vain ; 

For firm within, and while at Heart untouch‘d, | 
N eer yet by Force ii Freedom overcome. 

But foonas InpEPEN DA NCE ftoops the Head, . 
To Fice tera and V ice created Wants ; 7 


Then to fome ford corrupting Hand, whofe, Wfte 
. > . « -, . Pg ee 


Thefe heighten’d Wants with fatal Bounty feeds a 


~ 


From Man to Man the flackening Ruin runs, 


Till the whole State unnerv'd in Stavery finks, 
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